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PROCEEDINGS 


3  I  THE  CHAIRMAN:   Members  of  the  Authority,  ladies 


I 


1  -^ 


1  i 
J.--," 
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I  i       ajid  gentlemen,  this  is  a  public  hearing  being  held  by 

the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  to  consider  the     ' 

proposed  amendment  to  the  Charlestown  Urban  Renewal 

i 

Plan  so  as  to  Include  within  the  project  area  for      ] 
planning  and  related  activities  the  Boston  Naval       i 

Shipyard  at  Charlestown.  i 

i 
The  Authority  shall  not  entertain  or  consider  at 
! 

1 1  i       this  public  hearing  any  evidence,  opinions  or  views 

I  ■ 

12  not  relating  to  this  amendment  or  regarding  any  program 

! 

or  project  which  is  outside  the  area  here  involved.  The 

area  is  bounded  by  the  Little  Mystic  Channel,  Boston 

i 

15  I       Inner  Harbor,  and  Chelsea  Street  including  the  U.S.S,   i 

i 

Constitution  National  Historic  site,  and  103  acres  of 
land,  water,  and  piers  in  the  former  Boston  Naval 

13  Shipyard  of  Charlestown. 

19  i  All  statements  from  the  floor  shall  be  directed 

I 

I 

20  !       to  the  members  of  the  Authority.   No  person  shall  be 

i 

1 

21  ;       permitted  to  speak,  however,  unless  and  until  recognized 

22  i       by  the  Chair.   Once  recognized  by  the  Chair,  such 

i  • 

23  I       person  shall  state  clearly  his  name  and  address  and 

i 

i 
^j.    I       that  of  any  individual  or  group  that  he  or  she 

!  : 

15    i 


1  1 

I 


12 


I 

16  1 

1 

17  I 

13  ! 
19  i 


represents . 

First  we  will  hear  from  the  Authority  and  other 
members  of  the  community  in  support  of  the  amendment. 
Following  that,  we  shall  hear  from  those  persons  who 
wish  to  speak,  in  opposition  to  the  proposal  before  the 
Authority.  Then,  if  necessary,  there  will  be  a  short 

period  in  which  evidence  or  arguments  and  rebuttal     ! 

i 
may  be  presented.  i 

The  Authority  wishes  to  insure  that  this  public 

I 

i 
hearing  will  be  conducted  in  a  fair  and  orderly  fashion: 

in  order  that  those  persons  who  are  most  directly      j 

affected  by  this  proposal  will  have  adequate  opportunity 

I 
to  express  their  views  and  opinions.  j 

We  will  first  hear  the  Authority's  presentation     j 

I 
of  the  proposal.  1 

MR.  KENNEY:   Mr.  Chairman  -- 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   Mr.  Kenney .  ! 

MR.  KENNEY:   --  the  matter  that  we  have  before 
you  tonight,  I  think,  has  been  discussed  through  the 
Board  in  the  past  and  this  is  not  the  first  community 
meeting  that  we  have  had  on  our  plans  for  the  reuse 
of  the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard.   In  fact,  we  have  been 
meeting  with  the  community  periodically  over  the  last 
year  or  so  aind  working  with  them  to  develop  these  plans. 
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The  purpose 

of 

tonight ' s  hearing  is  to 
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reuse  of 

the  Yard 

and  so 

that  the  government  csLnnot 

sell  the 

y  I 


10 

11 


14 


Id 


I 


16  i 

17 


19 
20 


I 


■>-  ! 


^  J) 


Yard  at  private  auction  without  paying  heed  to  the 

i 
urbaxi  renev/al  proposals.   It  should  also  be  pointed    i 

i 

out  that  the  activities  required  to  redevelop  the      i 

I 

1 

Navy  Yard  are  not  the  historical  or  controversial      ; 

i 

issues  that  have  been  dealt  with  in  urban  renewal      | 

I 

r 

before.  There  is  one  ovmer,  namely,  the  federal       j 
government.  That  owner  understands  the  process j  and 

i 

in  fact  it  was  lav/yers  in  the  Department  of  the        ■ 

Interior  that  indicated  that,  in  fact,  they  felt  this 

j 

approach  had  to  be  \indertaken.   There  will  be  no  re- 

i 
location.  And  while  it  is  a  substantial  land  area  from 

a  planning  point  of  view,  had  this  land  been  available, 

in  all  likelihood  it  would  have  been  included  in  the 

original  urban  renewal  boundaries,  but  this  plan  change 

is  necessary  so  we  cam  receive  the  historic  area  which  ; 

is  going  to  be  given  to  us  free  of  charge  by  the 

government  so  we  can  begin  the  restoration  of  the 

historic  buildings  also;  so  when  we  negotiate  the  price 

with  the  General  Services  Administration  so  that  we  can 


J) 


obtain  ownership  to  that  portion  of  the  Yard  and  also 
so  that  we  could  obtain  that  portion  of  the  land  which 
will  be  devoted  to  a  waterfront  park  which  we  hope  will 
rival  the  waterfront  park  that  has  just  recently  been 
created  on  the  Boston  waterfront.  j 

I 

j 
1 
As  you  know,  our  plans  call  for  the  construction  of 

! 

up  to  850, possibly  even  more,  housing  units,  creation 

of  a  park.   Some  historic  buildings  will  be  used  for 

institutional,  commercial,  residential,  office  uses. 

We  have  also  set  aside  an  area  of  the  Yard  for  light    i 

j 

manufacturing  so  that  we  hope  we  will  be  able  to  regain  \ 
the  jobs  that  were  lost  when  the  Navy  Yard  was  closed. 

! 

When  the  plan  is  completed,  which  is  certainly  a 
10  to  15  year  process,  we  would  hope  there  will  be  over 
1,900  people  gainfully  employed  in  the  Navy  Yard  and 
that  the  project  itself  will  do  so  with  a  total  output 
of  $100  million  in  investment  in  the  area  and  there  will 
be  open  space  and  open  water  frontage  available  for  the 
community.   But  we  feel  that  we  have  to  institute  this 

urban  renev/al  plan  change  so  that  we  might  gain  these 

-,,  I 
-'     I 

controls. 

i  In  all  likelihood,  the  City  Goxincil  will  also  have 

I 
-t  -<    t 

i       a  hearing  on  this  matter,  but  it  was  felt  in  one  of 

24  i 

■  i       our  discussions  with  the  community  and  one  of  our 
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meetings  that  it  was  important  we  have  this  meeting 
here  in  Charlestown.   So  I  think  that  is  why  we  are 
here.   I  think  we  have  explained  in  detail  in  the  past 
and  have  now  in  a  summary  form  explained  the  proposal. 
We  now  stand  ready  to  answer  questions. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   Thank  you,  Mr.  Kenney.   Do  we 
have  anyone  who  wishes  to  speak  in  favor  of  this 
proposal,  anyone  in  the  audience  that  wishes  to  speak 
in  favor  of  the  proposal? 

MR.  IVERSON::   I  will  speak  in  favor  of  it. 
My  name  is  Steve  Iverson..   I  live  at  30  Union  Street 
in  Charlestown.   I  think  this  is  a  good  plan.   I  have 
been  to  some  of  the  meetings  of  the  Navy  Yard  Task 
Force,  or  one  of  them  to  be  exact.   I  think  that  with 
the  focus  on  the  historic  buildings  in  the  Navy  Yard 
and  its  careful  reuse  of  them,  that  this  can  be  a 
good  plan.   I  visited  San  Francisco  a  few  weeks  ago  and 
their  waterfront  is  beautifully  used.   It  provides  a 
very  attractive  spot  for  tourism.   It  provides  aji      '. 
outlet  for  the  whole  City  of  San  Francisco  to  the 
waterfront.  You  can  see  from  the  quality  of  the  boating 
and  water  there  that  people  in  that  City  appreciate 
the  ocean  that  they  live  on.   I  think  this  plan,  from 
what  I  have  seen  of  it,  might  accomplish  the  same  things 
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for  Boston  and  for  Charlestovm. 

I  think  it  is  important,  very  important  that       ' 
there  be  a  smooth  flow  and  transition  from  Charlestown 
into  this  site  that  you  are  proposing.   I  think  that 

before  that  transition  caji  take  place  that  urban       '; 

! 
i 

renewal  in  Charlestown  must  be  brought  to  some  con-    ; 

i 
I 

elusion.   I  think  there  cannot  be  a  natural  flow  from  \ 

i 

our  Main  Street  and  the  very  bad  state  it  remains  in 

I 

into  this  Navy  Yard.  With  the  Chelsea-Water  Street    [ 

! 

connector  you  are  building  a  barrier  between  Charlestown 

i 
and  this  beautiful  site  that  you  propose.  i 

j 

As  far  as  I  know,  having  attended  meetings  in  this 
town  for  the  last  three  years,  there  is  no  promise,  no 
solid  plan  to  do  anything  about  Main  Street.  Main 

i  : 

I       street  remains  an  unsightly  element  in  this  town,  and   ; 

I 

you  cannot  have  within  the  same  one  square  mile  space 
the  kind  of  site  you  are  proposing  for  the  Navy  Yard 
I       and  the  kind  of  poor  facility  that  we  have  on  Main 

Street.   I  do  hope  that  you  continue  to  plan  for  this 
and  that  you  will  see  the  people  of  Boston  moving 
smoothly  to  the  waterfront  through  this  area,  and  that 
you  will  see  the  people  of  Charlestovm  moving  smoothly 
to  the  waterfront  through  this  area.   Right  now,  as  I 
see  the  plans,  there  is  a  barrier  created  between 
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Charlestown  and  this  area.   I  think  the  urban  renewal 
authority  should  come  -back  into  Charlestown  and  drive 
down  Main  Street  and  make  sure  this  side  of  town  is 
taken  care  of  also.  That  is  what  I  have  to  say.       j 

THE  CHAIRMAN;   Thank  you,  sir.  I 

i 

Do  we  have  anyone  else  who  wishes  to  speak  in      j 

i 

favor  of  the  proposal?  j 

i 

1 

MR.  CONWAY:   If  there  is  nobody  else  that  is     j 

i 

willing  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  proposal,  I  will.  My  ; 

i 

najne  is  James  W.  Conway.   I  live  at  7  Belmont  Street   ; 

j 

in  Charlestown,  and  although  I  sun  not  1,000  percent    i 

i 
in  favor  of  everything  that  urban  renewal  has  done,     ■ 

1 

I  think  we  are  talking  strictly  not  of  Main  Street,     j 

1 

not  about  the  rest  of  the  town,  but  rather  about       ; 

i 
I 

extending  the  boxondaries  of  the  urban  renewal  plan  to   | 

encompass  what  was  known  as  the  Boston  Naval  Shipyard 

the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard.   I  think  that  those  of  us,   I 

as  I  look  around  here  tonight,  those  that  were  involved 

in  the  original  urban  renewal  plan,  I  think  it  would 

make  common  sense  and  be  very  logical,  if  the  Navy 

I 
Yard  wasn't  a  functioning  body  at  that  time  smd  was 

not  part  of  the  U.S.  Government,  I  think  it  would  have  ; 

been  part  of  the  urban  renewal  plan.   I  think  it  makes 

sense  that  the  boundaries  be  extended  and  encompass  this 
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area.  ! 

I  would  hope  that  at  some  future  time  there 'might 
be  some  hearing  to  include  the  Houssac  Piers  and  Mass. 

Port  area  that  is  adjacent  to  the  Navy  Yard  so  that 

I 
the  zoning  regulations^  etcetera,  that  pertain  to      i 

I 
t 

Charlestown  will  pertain  to  the  Navy  Yard.   If  it  is   ; 

included  in  the  urban  renewal  area,  it  would  pertain   ; 

i 

to  that,  so  that  high  rises  would  be  kept  out  of       ' 

Charlestown.  I 

I 

i 

I  do  know  that  this  is  the  first  step  for  the      j 

B.R.A,   Once  the  boundaries  are  extended,  then  they    ; 

i 
1 

can  do  something  as  to  acquiring  the  Navy  Yard  and  -    ' 

do  something  about  the  development  of  that  area.   I  do  ■ 

i 

agree  with  the  Director,  we  do  need  jobs.  We  need  more. 

i 
back  in  the  tax  base.   I  would  like  to  be  recorded     i 

personally  as  being  in  favor.  i 

) 
I 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  Mr.  Conway,  can  I  ask  you  a      : 
question?  You  know  the  town.   Is  there  any  doubt  in 
your  mind  that  the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard  is  not  an 
open  and  blighted  area?  ; 

MR.  CONWAY:   When  you  say  "open  and  blighted 
area,"  Mr.  Chairman  — 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  This  Board  has  to  make  a  determ- 
ination that  the  area  qualifies  under  the  provisions 
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I 


I 
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of  Chapter  121(b)  which  means  they  have  to  find  this 

i 
area  is  open  or  blighted.  | 

! 

MR,  CONWAY:  Do  you  want  me  to  answer  for  the 
record? 

THE  CHAIRMAU:  I  don't  care  whether  it  is  for 
the  record  or  not. 

MR.  CONWAY:   I  don't  think  the  B.R.A.,  in  other 

areas  of  Boston,  has  had  a  problem  with  finding  areas 

! 
open  and  blighted,  and  it  is  the  same  with  the  Navy    ■■ 

i 
Yard.   I  have  been  in  the  Navy  Yard.   I  was  a  sergeant  J 

! 
of  the  guard  in  the  Marine  Corps  and  have  walked  the   \ 

I 

beach  throughout  the  Navy  Yard.   There  are  some  areas   | 

j 

which  "Would  be  determined  as  open  and  blighted.   I  do 

I 

know  many  of  the  buildings  are  on  national  historic 

i 

sites,  etcetera.  You  are  going  to  have  to  preserve 

i 

the  outward  facade  of  those  buildings.  j 

i 
i 

You  are  talking  about  an  area  of  the  Navy  Yard,     i 

in  certain  sections  it  would  be  qpen  and  blighted. 

i 
THE  CHAIRMAN:   Thank  you,  Mr.  Conway.  | 

i 
Do  we  have  anyone  else  who  wishes  to  speak  in      ] 

favor  of  this  proposal?  ; 

MR.  KENNEY:   Before  this  gentleman  speaks  I 

would  like  to  answer  Mr.  Iverson's  point,  that  we  have 

engaged  an  engineering  firm  to  draw  up  the  plans  for 
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rebuilding  Main  Street.  Most  certainly,  we  recognize 
it  is  a  high  priority  in  Charlestown  and  we  anticipate 
that  it  will  be  fulfilled. 

MR.  CALIAHAN:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  Chris  Callahan 
I  live  at  17  Speen  Street,  Charlestown.  Two  reasons, 
really,  why  I  have  to  put  myself  on  the  record  tonight. 
Number  one,  that  I  have  a  great  fear  of  other  agencies 

particularly  the  Mass.  Port  who  have  their  eyes  and 

I 

their  ears  and  their  hooks,  if  possible,  on  the        ! 

i 

Charlestown  Navy  Yard  site.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  don't     | 

i 

i 

think  that  we  could  live  with  Mass.  Port  any  longer    i 

than  we  have  in  the  last  seven  or  eight  years.   V7e  found 

I 
out  from  past  experience  that  all  things  that  they  say  ■ 

to  us  are  not  true.  ! 

! 

Number  two,  if  we  go  along  and  a  motion  is  in      j 

J 
t 

order  later  on  by  the  majority,  at  least  we  know  we  are  i 

I 

I 
dealing  with  people  who  have  been  with  us  in  the       i 

i 

community  for  the  past  17  years,  going  on  17  years. 
Many  of  us  have  been  for  it.  Many  have  been  against 

I 
t 

it,  but  if  you  turn  the  pages  back,  the  record  will    ' 

,  i 

I 

show  that  working  with  Charlestown  and  Charlestovm 
j       working  with  the  B.R.A.,  we  are  coming  a  long  way 

t 

j       together.   Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  ' 

i  • 

I  THE  CHAIK'IAI^I :  Thank  you,  Mr.  Callahan. 
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Mr.  Collins. 

MR.  COLLINS:  My  name  is  James  Collins,  Water 
Street,  Charlestown.  .  I  would  like  to  second  the 
statement  made  by  Chris  Callahan.  Although  I  am  a 
lot  younger  than  Chris  I  have  seen  in  a  short  period 
of  time  a  lot  of  accomplishment  from  the  B.R.A.  and 
the  Charlestown  community.   I  would  like  to  support 
the  extension  of  the  boundaries  to  include  the  Navy 
Yard,  especially  since  it  is  going  to  enhance  the 
employment  situation  in  the  City  of  Boston,  the 
historical  atmosphere  of  Charlestown,  the  City,  and 
also  help  the  Mayor  of  the'  City  of  Boston  to  straighten 
out  our  tax  situation  and  bring  in  some  more  revenue 
to  the  City. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  Thank  you,  sir. 
Do  we  have  anyone  else  who  wishes  to  speak  in 
support  of  this  particular  proposal? 

MR.  JOY:   My  name  is  William  B.  Joy,  1  Morgan 
Square.   It  just  seems  to  me  that  this  particular 
parcel  or  extending  the  boundaries  is  first  of  all 
logical  and  sensical.   It  seems  to  me  that  under  the 
control  of  B.R.A,  it  is  a  bit  closer  to  the  community 
and  people  as  far  as  control  is  concerned  than  if 
by  a  private  agency  or  governmental  agency.  Without 
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a  great  deal  of  knowledge  of  the  logistics  of  the 

! 

area  or  without  knowledge  of  whether  or  not  it  is      j 

i 
blighted,  it  just  seems  to  me  if  it  is  good  enough 

for  the  Queen  of  England  to  have  tea  in  the  area,  it  is 

good  enought  for  the  rest  of  us  to  go  down  and  have 

tea. 

MR.  DONIAN:   Is  it  appropriate  to  have  a 
question  about  the  proposal  at  this  time?  My  name 
is  David  Donlan.   I  live  on  Common  Street. 

Is  there  now  a  height  restriction  as  far  as  new 
construction  in  the  Charlestown  renewal  area  in  number 
of  feet? 

MR.  KENNEY:   Yes.   The  buildings  proposed  here 
will  fit  within  that  height  restriction.   There  might 
be  one  or  two  structures  in  the  later  stage  that  will 
be  less  than  the  height  of  the  bridge,  roughly  like 
the  existing  structures  in  the  Yard  right  now. 

MR.  DONIAN:  What  is  the  current  height 
restriction  in  Charlestown  in  feet? 

MR.  KENNEY;   I  think  it  is  60.  There  are  a 
couple  of  buildings  in  the  Yard  we  are  going  to 
rehabilitate  that  are  over  60  feet. 

MR.  DONLAN:   Building  99? 

MR.  KENNEY:   Those  are  the  two  warehouse 
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buildings.  j 

1 

MR.  DONIAN:   They  are  10  stories  at  this  time. 

They  would  be  roughly  100  feet,  you  are  saying,  you 

j 
feel?  I 


MR.  KENNEY:  Those  buildings  will  stay,  but 
our  basic  plan  is  for  low  rise.   In  fact,  a  lot  of  the 
housing  that  will  be  developed  will  be  duplex  type 

row  houses.   Some  of  the  buildings  will  be  rehabilitated 

I 
I 

in1:o  condominivims,  some  of  the  existing  buildings.   So  ! 

i 
we  do  not  anticipate  there  will  be  substantial  high    j 

rises . 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   I  want  to  make  sure  I  understand 


you  correctly.   Correct  me  if  I  am  wrong.  The  way  I 

14  !  i 

have  understood  you,  you  said  this  project,  this  part   i 


of  the  Navy  Yard,  as  included  in  part  of  the  urban     1 

1 

renewal  project,  that  any  construction  will  not  be  any  - 
taller  than  any  of  the  buildings  currently  in  the  Navy 
Yard  and  in  fact  they  may  be  less?  i 

i 

MR.  KENNEY:   Yes.  I 

MR.  CONliAY:   I  would  like  to  come  out  in 

support  of  the  plan  if  this  is  to  be  the  understanding. 

I  don't  want  to  see  Harbor  Towers  make  an  additional 

I 
cutoff  from  Charlestown  to  the  harbor. 

MR.  KENNEY:   No.  : 
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THE  CHAIRI'IA^I:   Mr.  Conway,  will  you  address 
yourself  to  the  Authority? 

MR.  CONWAY:   I  am  sorry,  Mr.  Chairman.   Through 
you  to  Mr.  Kenney  may  I  ask.  a  question?  Going  along 
with  David,  I  would  like  to  get  a  more  definitive 
ajiswer  in  that  there  are  buildings  there  of  100  feet. 
Naturally,  those  can  be  renovated.   But  any  new  con- 
struction will  conform  to  the  rest  of  the  plan?   In 
other  words,  it  won't  be  100  feet,  it  will  be  60 
feet,  is  that  correct? 

MR.  KENNEY:   Yes.   But  let  me  just  make  absolutely 
sure.  That  is  correct.  Yes. 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   If  you  ai»e  going  to  extend  the  : 

I 

zoning  variance  to  the  Navy  Yard,  you  can't  do  sunything: 
with  v/hat  is  there.  Any  construction  will  have  to  be 
60  feet.  Am  I  correct  in  this?  | 

t 

i 
xMR.  KENHEY:   Yes.  I 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   Mr.  Adams.  i 

i 

MR,  ADAMS:   My  name  is  James  R.  Adams,  105      1 
Main  Street,  Charlestown.   I  would  like  to  go  on  the 
record.   I  think  it  is  only  natural  that  the  boxindaries 
of  the  Charlestown  plan  should  be  opened  up  to  include 
the  Navy  Yard  along  with  the  proper  input  of  the  people ^ 
of  Charlestown. 
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THE  CHAIRI4AN:   Thank  you,  sir. 
Mr.  Duffy. 

MR.  DUFFY:   I  am  James  J.  Duffy,  31  Monument 
Square  in  Charlestown.   I  would  like  to  speak  as  the 
President  of  the  Charlestovm  Business  People  and 
Merchants  Association.  We  feel  at  this  particular 
point  I  should  be  up  here  to  speak  in  favor  of  this 
issue.   I  tell  you  it  is  a  necessity  due  to  the  fact 
we  couldn't  obtain  the  Kennedy  Library.   It  is  now  a 
wasted  area.   Call  it  blighted  if  you  want.   If  you 
walk  through  those  buildings,  it  will  certainly  create 
the  impression  there  is  no  tomorrow. 

We  would  like  to  go  on  the  record  saying  this  is 
an  absolute  necessity  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
of  Charlesto^-zn.  We  like  what  we  see  and  hear  so  far. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   Anyone  else  who  wishes  to  speak 
in  favor  of  this  proposal? 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   I  have  a  question. 

THE  CHAIR14AN:   Name,  please,  and  address. 

MS.  BRADLEY:   I  am  Carol  Bradley,  8l  &  1/2 
Warren  Street.   I  have  two  questions.  The  first  is 
what  type  of  provision  is  made  for  public  access  on 
the  outside  of  the  vmarves  at  this  point,  and  how 
much  space  is  going  to  be  provided?   Shall  I  get  that 
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answer  first  and  then  give  a  second  question? 

THE  CHAIRMAN;   As  I  imderstand  it,  there  are 
provisions  to  reroute  traffic,   Mr.  Kenney.  | 

MR.  KH^INEY:  That  is  the  boundary  now.   I  guess 
maybe  I  can  use  this  one.   It  will  be  a  little  bit     ' 
clearer. 

This  is  a  national  area  now.  This  is  the  area     ' 

i 

I       Where  we  propose  to  build  the  park,  along  these  piers. 

I 
j       It  will  be  open  to  the  public.  There  will  be  some  town! 

iO  I  I 

i       houses  built  along  here,  so  there  might  be  selected     i 

11  i  I 

I       areas  where  there  is  an  absolute  freedom.  This  area 

i^  I  i 

I       will  be  open  to  the  public.  I 


We  think  that  there  will  be  more  than  adequate 

I 
open  space,  open  water  space  for  the  public  in  this 

development.   (Indicating.)  I 

MS,  BRADLEY:   I  was  just  concerned  because  some  , 

i 
of  the  areas  around  the  waterfront  on  Boston's  harbor   i 

I 
t 

are  not  accessible. 

MR.  KEimEY:   It  has  been  our  policy  for  the 
last  eight  years  that  all  of  the  v/aterfront  is  open. 
There  were  some  developments  very  early  on  that  were 
not  open,  but  everything  at  this  point  in  time  is  open. 

MS.  BRADLEY:   Could  I  ask  the  second  question? 
That  is  what  provision  is  made  for  us  to  review  the 
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plans  as  they  move  along  to  see  X'/hat  is  happening 
as  they  move  along  in  development? 

MR.  KENNEY:   I  think  we  have  had  a  number  of 
meetings,  ajid  as  each  significant  step  comes  along 
we  will  sit  down  with  the  commimity  and  review  them 
with  you. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   Do  we  have  anyone  else  who  wishes 
to  speak  in  favor  of  this  proposal?  { 

MR.  DELANEY:   I-ly  name  is  Robert  Delaney,  26 

Grove  Street  in  Charlestown.   I  wish  to  go  on  record   : 

i 
! 

as  being  in  favor  of  B.R.A.'s  Dlan  to  extend  the       i 

*  I 

I 

I 

boundaries  to  include  the  Naval  Shipyard.   The  sooner  • 

the  better.  ; 

! 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   Through  the  Chair  I  would  like  ' 

i 

to  ask  a  question  about  housing.   I  knew  it  was        ; 
mentioned  in  the  presentation.   On  the  type  of  housing,'; 

i 

that  is  the  income  level,  I  personally  would  be  opposed: 
to  any  more  low  income  housing  in  Charlestown  with  the  : 

j 

exception  of  a  subsidy  for  the  elderly.  What  is  the   • 

i 
status  on  the  housing  income  level?  j 

MR.  KENNEY:  The  first  phase  of  housing  will    \ 

be  rehabilitated  housing,  taking  some  of  the  old       i 

buildings  to  be  rehabilitated.   The  housing  would  be 

in  condominiums  and  these  condominiums  would  be  of  an 
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average  sales  price  of  $45,000  which  is  not  subsidized 
housing.  We  think  that  there  will  be  town  houses  and 
row  houses  along  some  of  the  piers  and  along  some  of 
the  waterfront,  in  fact,  which  will  be  upper  middle 
income  housing.  We  do  not  have  a  specific  site  for 
subsidized  elderly  housing  now.   I  think  we  have  to 
wait  for,  number  one,  the  project  to  proceed,  and 
number  two,  decide  on  the  availability  of  federal 
subsidy  funds.  Whether  we  will  be  including  some 
subsidized  elderly  housing,  we  think  that  will  be  a 
goal  we  should  try  to  — 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:  Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  ask  a 
question  again  through  the  Chair  to  the  Director?  It 
is  sort  of  a  spin  off  from  what  Gloria  asked.  Is  there' 
a  guaranty  from  this  Board  that  if  federal  funding  is  ; 
available,  there  will  be  no  further  low  income  housing?^ 
I  would  like  to  preface  my  remarks  by  the  fact  that 
I  don't  think  anybody  here  is  opposed  to  good  housing  ; 
for  low  income  people.  But  if  you  look  at  the  housing  j 
patterns  in  Charlestown,  we  have  over  a  third  of  our  i 
I  existing  housing  that  is  either  housing  projects  or 
j  subsidized  housing.  We  have  got  a  population  somewhere 
I       in  the  vicinity  of  17,000.  We  can  ill  afford  any  more  - 

t 

i 

low  income  housing  in  a  one  mile  square  area.   I  would  ; 
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like  to,  either  through  you,  the  Chair,  or  through  the 
Board  —  I  know  you  don't  have  the  f^onding  now.   I  know 
this  guaranty  was  made  on  previous  meetings,  the  Navy 

) 
I 
I 

Yard  Base  conversion  meeting,  and  other  meetings  with 

i 
people  from  the  Authority,  yourself  included.   I  would  ■. 

I 

r 

like  to  see  this  present  Board  here  tonight  say  if  there 

r 

is  some  guaranty  we  will  not  have  any  more  low  income   ■ 

i 

housing.   I  would  like  to  find  out  from  the  people  here 

v/hether  they  are  in  favor  of  what  I  say.  ! 

! 
THE  CHAIRMAN:   Mr.  Convmy,  I  would  agree  with 

your  statement  100  percent.  There  is  no  question  about 

I 
it,  and  so  long  as  I  have  anything  to  do  with  the      ■ 

Authority,  I  would  work  for  that.  i 

But  in  terms  of  a  guaranty,  I  don't  know  if  this 

Authority  could  make  a  guaranty  that  would  be  meaningful 

MR.  KENNEY:   I  think  that  within  the  existing 

guidelines  of  Section  8,  which  is  the  only  subsidized 

program  at  this  point,  that  it  would  be  determined     ; 

i 

I 

that  Charlestown  has  sufficient  low  income  housing.     ! 

i 
The  only  question  that  I  would  make,  Jim,  and  the 

I 
t 

point  I  have  made  at  public  meetings  and  private 
discussions  is  that  I  think  v/e  should  keep  the  option 
open  for  subsidized  elderly  housing.   But  in  terms  of 
family  housing,  I  concur  with  you. 


c:j. 


MR.  COMAY:   I  don't  mean  to  imply  that  the 

Chairman  J  for  his  statement  ^  who  is  a  foiTner  tovmie , 

He  knows  the  situation  here  in  Charlestown  --  j 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   No.   No^,  I  am  not  a  "former"  ; 

townie. .  I  am  a  townie.  i 

i 

MR.  CONT^fAY:   I  am  sorry,  who  is  a  townie.  My   , 

hope  would  be  if  you  are  talking  about  Section  8,  I 

might  leave  a  lot  of  people  a  little  out  in  the  lurch   ; 

i 
here  tonight,  but  if  there  is  any  decision  or  any      i 

money  available  I  would  hope  if  there  is  going  to  be    ! 

anything  on  low  income  housing  it  would  come  back  to   ; 

the  community.   I  think  if  you  were  to  take  a  poll 

i 

in  Charlestovm  today  on  low  income  housing,  I  wouldn't  : 

I 
I 

like  to  find  out  later  we  have  voted  to  extend  --  which; 

I 

I  am  in  favor  of  and  many  here  are  --  that  we  have     j 

i 
extended  the  guidelines  or  boundaries  ajid  then  found    ' 

out  later  by  extending  the  boundaries  we  have  increased: 

i 
the  low  income  housing. 


I 

I 

My  particular  position  is  I  know  where  v;e  have     I 

20  !  I 


gotten  when  we  have  low  income  housing.   It  is  not     i 
their  fault.   I  am  not  looking  down  my  nose.  A  number 
of  us  were  poor  when  we  grew  up.  We  can't  take  the    i 
social  problems  that  go  with  it.  We  don't  have  the     ; 
agencies  or  wherewithal!  to  cope  vjith  it  in  a  community 


21 


one  mile  square.  We  have  our  share  of  it.   Give  it 

I 

somewhere  else  in  Boston. 

MR.  CALIAHAN:   Mr.  Chairman,  I  v/ould  like  to    ' 
clarify  one  reason  I  am  for  urban  renev;al.   I  have 

i 

already  done  that.   I  this  audience  we  do  have  some    i 

members  of  the  International  Longshoremen's  Association!. 

i 
It  has  always  been  our  desire  to  look  for  a  container  | 

i 

facility  so  as  the  future  of  the  port  grows,  so  the    \ 

Association  will  grow  with  it  and  also  job  opportunities 

i 
i 

We  sorely  need  them. 

I 

I  would  like  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  public 

I 

that  the  I.L.A.  has  gone  on  record  publicly  with  the   J 

I 

Boston  Harbor  Shipping  Association  and  those  other 
groups  associated  with  the  waterfront,  we  are  vitally 
concerned  with  the  Harbor,  but  we  are  attempting  to 
put  our  trust  into  the  South  Boston  Naval  Annex.  We 

so  gone  on  record  on  many  occasions.  The  Government   i 

i 

Land  Bank  will  have  a  public  hearing  Wednesday  night   j 

i 
at  the  Title  School  at  7:30  on  this  very  thing.   If    j 

i 

anybody  from  the  I.L.A.  feels  I  am  shooting  myself 
do^^m  after  being  a  delegate  or  representative  or       ; 
member  for  35  years,  our  concentration  at  the  present 
time,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  through  the  Government  Land 
Bank,  this  Wednesday  night,  to  build  a  new  third       ; 


1   I 


container  facility  for  the  Port  of  Boston. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  Mr.  Callahan ,  you  are  saying 

I 
the  third  container  facility  you  are  talking  about, 

i 
you  are  looking  for  it  elsewhere  than  the  Navy  Yard? 

MR.  CALLAHAN:  The  other  area  we  are  looking 

at  and  we  are  on  the  record  for  is  the  South  Naval 

Annex  in  South  Boston.  | 

MR.  FLAHERTY:  Mr.  Callahan,  being  from  South   ■ 

I 

Boston,  I  will  be  there.   I  can  assure  you  the  people   . 

I 

i 
of  South  Boston  don't  want  another  container  facility,  i 

We  have  only  half  of  our  facility  working  at  the       i 

present  time.  j 

MR.  CALLAHAN:  We  will  bring  up  our  arguments 
then.   I  mean  I  won't  bring  that  argument  up  tonight. 
I  think  if  you  try  to  confine  this  thing  as  to  the 
agenda  today  in  Chariest own  -- 

(Discussion  off  the  record.) 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   Mr.  Callahan,  Mr.  Flaherty,  let's 
not  talk  about  South  Boston  tonight.  We  are  not  here 
for  that. 

Do  we  have  anyone  else  who  -- 

MR.  EVERETT:   Edward  Everett,  49  Brill  Street, 
Charlestown.   I  have  a  question  I  would  like  to  ask    , 
if  I  can  get  an  answer.  There  is  430,000  square  feet 
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of  land  for  institutional  activities.   Caji  anybody     i 

i 
i 

explain  what  that  means  to  me,  what  institutions?      j 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   The  430^000  square  foot  for      I 

i 

I 

<  t 

institutional  activities.  j 

i 
MR.  KENNEY:  We  don't  have  any  specific  insti-   ! 

i 

tutional  proposals.  There  has  been  some  discussion    ; 

i 
] 

about  a  museum  for  the  Society  of  the  Preservation  of   J 
New  England  Antiquities.  We  have  other  museums,  a     i 

! 

possibility  of  another  maritime  type  museum  such  as    ! 

I 

the  Constitution,  plus  there  has  been  some  interest    j 

I 
on  the  part  of  the  state  government  in  locating  the 

I 
Massachusetts  College  of  Art  in  some  of  the  buildings,  i 

! 
We  don't  have  anything  firm  at  this  point  in  time.     I 

i 

I 

We  merely  put  that  in  as  a  generic  use,  a  number  of    I 

buildings  we  have  to  find  some  use  for.  We  have  to    ' 

I 

I 

find,  probably,  some  institutional  use  or  the  buildings ^ 
will  remain  vacant  for  a  long  period  of  time. 

MR.  EVERETT:   There  would  still  be  taxes  on 
the  property.   They  wouldn't  pay  no  taxes  to  the  City 
of  Boston. 

MR.  KENIIEY:   I  think  the  whole  Navy  Yard  is 
not  paying  taxes  to  the  City  of  Boston  at  this  point. 

MR,  EVERETT:   If  you  are  going  to  build  a  hotel 
and  housing,  they  would  pay  taxes? 
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MR.  KENNEY:   They  would  pay  taxes ^  yes.   In  fact^ 

we  estimate  the  taxes  paid  by  the  Navy  Yard,  as  a 

I 

result  of  this  J  will  be  in  excess  of  $3  million  a 

i 

year  for  land  that  is  now  not  producing  anything  in 
the  way  of  taxes . 

MR.  EVERETT:   But  you  have  more  land  for 
tax  exempt  than  you  do  for  tax  paying.  You  have  250,000 
square  feet  for  labor  supposedly  and  430,000  square 

1 

feet  for  another  museiim.  We  don't  need  a  museum.  What; 
we  need  is  jobs.  i 

MR.  KEMNEY:   I  am  not  sure  I  understand  your    i 

I 
question.  You  are  talking  about  that  area  devoted     ! 

to  light  manufacturing  and  job  producing?  We  look  on  | 

i 
this  total  proposal  as  a  job  producing  proposal.  Therej 

will  be  jobs  in  the  hotel.   There  will  be  jobs  in  the  \ 

i 

institutional  area.      There  will  be   jobs   in  the  coramerical 

i 
i 

area,  in  the  office  area,  and  in  light  manufacturing   '■ 

I 

i 
also.  j 

I 
MR.  EVERETT:   All  right.   Thank  you.  ■ 

THE  CHAIRl'IAN:   Mr.  Conway.  j 

MR.  CONliAY:   Mr.  GhaiiTnan,  through  you  to       : 

i 

the  Director,  the  thousands  of  square  feet  we  are  j 
talking  about,  does  this  include  the  26  acres  that  is  ^ 
the  national  historic  park  and  maybe  this  will  —      . 


iiO 


MR.    KEI^INEY:      No. 


MR.    COMAY 
MR.    KE2mEY 


It  does  not?  I 

No.  I 

MR.  CONliJAY:   In  other  words ^  when  you  are  talking 

i 
about  430,000  square  feet  that  is  institutional        | 

facilities  J  this  would  not  include  that  26  acres? 

My  question  at  this  time,  so  everybody  gets  this 

clear,  is 'this  institutional  activity  would  not  include 

a  different  site  for  the  house  of  correction  or  for 

the  Charles  Street  Jail?   It  would  not  include  penal 

institutions? 

MR.  KENNEY:   Oh  God,  no.  We  thought  of  every 

other  institution.  You  have  done  it  again.  You       ! 

') 
thought  of  something  vie   had  not  thought  about.   No.     1 

i 
THE  CHAIRMAN:  You  realize  I  could  not  come     ;. 

back  to  Charlestown  if  you  put  a  statement  like  that  in? 

MR.  KENNEY:  We  have  lots  of  kooky  ideas.  That  | 

i 

is  not  one  of  them. 


19 

-^  1 

i 
THE  CHAIRMAN:   Do  we  have  anyone  else  who       \ 

wishes  to  speak  in  favor  —                         .: 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   I  have  a  question.   How  would 

'7  "^ 

someone  get  from  Thompson  Square  into  this  area  en 

.-JJ 

t 

foot?                                             1 

'"    ' 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   Probably  by  walking.             \ 

Z5 
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MR.  KENNEY:   I  don't  have  the  other  map.   I 
think  you  will  be  able  to  drive  along  — 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   I  said  v/alking.   I  can  walk 

in  any  other  neighborhood  in  Charlestown.   Hopefully 

i 

j 

this  area  will  be  a  neighborhood  in  Charlestown,  not   ' 

I 

a  separate  enclave  or  ghetto.   It  is  important  it  have  i 

free  communication  both  by  foot  and  vehicle  into 

I 
Charlestown.  ! 

I 

\ 

MR.    KENIIEY:      There  will  be   substantially  better  \ 

i 
i 

access  than  there  is  now.  We  will  be  opening  up  this   { 

i 

gate.  Gate  4,  Gate  5j  Gats  1  and  2  in  through  the      ' 

i 

I 

park.   Chelsea-Water  Street  will  be  extended.  This    | 

I 
I 

wall  on  the  Navy  Yard  will  be  removed.  Traffic  can    i 

come  down.  We  believe  access  will  be  improved  rather 
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than  restricted.   (Indicating.)  j 

16  I 

THE  CHAIRI-IAiT:   Mr.  Conway.  ! 


MR.  CONWAY:   I  v;ould  hope  we  don't  leave  the    ; 

impression  with  the  people  that  if  the  boundaries      i 

i 
are  extended  and  even  if  the  B.R.A.  gets  the  Navy      i 

Yard  we  will  have  any  choice  about  Gates  1  and  2.      • 

As  I  understand  it,  that  is  the  national  historic      \ 

park.   They  close  down  at  a  certain  time.   I  don't 

see  how,  unless  something  is  negotiated  in  the  future 

i 
which  may  or  may  not  come  off,  that  the  community  will 


•  J  I 


4 


I 

-r      I 


^  I 


20 

have  access  through  those  areas. 

i 

IdR.  KENNEY:  Well^  in  terns  of  Dedestrian       ' 

access,  Jimj  I  think  that  is  true.   In  fact,  we  have   ! 

i 
been  working  with  the  National  Park  Service.  They  have' 

1 
been  and  we  have  been  vei^  clear  in  setting  forth  what  '' 

we  expect  the  comm\inity '  s  demands  to  be  in  terms  of 

open  and  free  access.   I  don't  anticipate  -- 

MR.  CONWAY:   In  other  words,  after  they  shut 
down  the  park,  those  two  entrances  on  Water  Street 
and  on  Henley  Street  will  be  open  to  the  community? 
I  sun  not  talking  about  during  the  day  when  the  park 
is  open. 

MR.  KENNEY:   4  and  5? 

MR.    CONWAY:      4  and  5^   not  Gates   1  and  2.      I  didn't 

I 
t 

want  to  leave  the  impression  with  these  people  you  can  | 

walk  in  Water  Street  and  Henley  Street  after  the  park   ; 

j 

is  shut  down.   4  and  5  are  down  at  the  other  end  of    [ 

i 
town,  down  by  Chelsea  Street  and  Bunker  Hill.  i 

I 

MR,  KENNEY:   To  be  honest  with  you,  we  have     | 

I 

I 

had  planning  discussions  for  the  National  Park  Service,' 

i 

but  we  really  have  not  had  operating  discussions  in    \ 

I 

terms  of  what  time  to  close  the  park.  i 

j 

MR.  CONWAY:   You  could  use  Gate  2  which  is      | 
Henley  Street  which  would  not  really  be  in  the  park.    : 


Away  from  the  park,  you  might  have  access.   I  don't 
think  you  .should  promise  to  the  people  to  night  you 
would  have  that  access.  That  would  have  to  be  negotiated 
You  might  not  get  it.  4  and  5  would  be  in  the  area 
the  B.R.A,  would  have.   Do  you  follow  what  I  aim 
saying?  j 

i 

i 

THE  CHAIR14AN:   I  think  it  is  a  little  premature.' 
Right  now  I  think  we  are  being  more  than  premature. 
Do  we  have  anyone  else  who  wishes  to  speak  in 

i 
1 
J 

favor  of  the  proposal? 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   I  think  we  should  get  an 
answer  to  my  question.  With  the  present  plan,  you 

i 

cannot  walk  from  Thompson -Square,  which  could  be  i 
considered  the  center  of  residential  Charlestown.      ! 

I 

I 

You  cannot  walk  from  Thompson  Square  after  the  closing  ' 
down  of  the  National  Park,  down  the  Water  Street  ] 
connector. 

MR.  KENUEY:  There  would  be  a  way.   (Indicating.) 
FRCM  THE  FLOOR:   That  is  a  four- lane  highway 
you  are  pointing  to  there. 

MR.  KENNEY:   Still,  in  terms  of  people  walking 
across  it,  getting  into  the  park,  there  will  not  be 
a  gate  anywhere  totally  open  all  the  time.   The  only 
Question  I  caji't  answer  is  what  time  the  National 
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Park  Service  will  close  its  park.  I 

j 

i 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   Does  the  B.R.A.  have  plans     , 

j 

to  build  an  access  road  to  Mystic  Terminal  which  will  I 

j 

completely  cut  off  the  access  road  to  pedestrians?     ' 

i 
MR.  KEKNEY:  Wellj  we  are  working  jointly  with  i 

i 

Mass.  Port  to  fill  that  Chelsea-Water  Street  connector  ! 

I 
i 

and,  in  fact,  that  road  was  conceived  to  reduce  the    I 

I 

truck  traffic  on  Meter  Street,  to  reduce  some  of  the   ; 

1 
congestion  in  town.   In  terms  of  people  being  able     . 

I 
to  walk  across  itj  there  will  be  stop  lights.   In  fact,^ 

i 
if  it  is  necessary,  an  overpass  can  be  built  so  people  ; 

1 
can  get  over  freely  into  the  Yard.   I  think  that  is  a  i 

detail  that  has  to  be  resolved.  | 

i 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   Do  we  have  anybody  else  that     \ 

I 
i 

wishes  to  speak  in  favor  of  this  proposal?  Do  we  have  ! 

anyone  here  who  wishes  to  speak,  in  opposition  to  the   I 

i 
proposal?  Do  v/e  have  any  further  questions  of  the     j 

i 
Board?  | 

Mr.  McLaughlin.  Are  you  speaking  in  opposition    j 

i 

now? 

MR,  McLAUGHLH^:   I  am  asking  a  question.   The   '■ 
1,000  units  of  new  housing, Mr.  Kenney  spoke  of  condo- 
miniums for  a  $45,000  price.  VJhat  would  be  the  other  ] 

i 

units  of  housing?  i 
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THE  CHAIRMAN:   They  would  be  town  housing. 

MR.  KEIINEY:   They  would  be  town  houses.  The 
rental  level  hasn't  been  set  yet.   I  think  they  would 
be  upper  middle  income  housing  units.   I  think  they 
would  probably  be^  their  average  price  might  be  above 
45,000. 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:  Well,  upper  level  rentals, 

what  range  are  you  talking  in  there? 

MR.  KEKNEY:  Again,  the  rentals  have  not  been 

I 
1 
set.   In  today's  market  upper  income  rentals  would 

i 

be  450  to  550  range.  j 

i 
FROM  THE  FLOOR:  You  are  talking  luxury  —      \ 

! 

MR.  KENNEY:   Some  people  call  it  luxury.   Others! 

I 
call  it  UDper  income  housing.   Prices  are  extremely    ; 

I 

high  for  everything.  j 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:  Mr.  Kenney,  don't  you  think  it  , 

i 

is  strange,  you  have  a  community  meeting  in  the  Charles- 
town  community  and  you  discuss  ways  tocpen  up  the 
Charlestown  Navy  Yard  for  luxury  housing?  You  don't 
think  that's  strange  at  all? 

MR,  KENNEY:   No.   I  think  that  as  a  result  of 
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want  to  see. 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   I  have  another  question  before 
we  sort  of  vote  on  this  or  whatever.   I  would  like  to 
quote  something  from  the  book  you  passed  out.   I  have 
a  question^  but  it  is  on  the  second  written  page  you 
have.   I  quote:  "The  B.R.A.  will  act  as  developer  for 
the  entire  site.   The  developer's  responsibilities  to 
include  site  preparation  and  the  improvement  of  all 
public  areas,  streets j  parks ,  related  open  space. 
These  improvements  are  estimated  at  about  1?  million. 
The  Authority  will  mark  up  the  site/'  and  so  forth. 
My  question  to  you  is  this.  Where  do  you  propose  to 
get  the  money  to  begin  doing  site  improvements?   I 
assume  some  of  it  has  to  -- 

THE  CHAIRMMI:   It  will  be  a  federal  grant. 

MR.  KENNEY:  We  have  an  application  which  has 

been  preliminarily  approved  for  $5  million,  E.D.A. 

funds.  Economic  Development  Administration  funds.  We 

anticipate  we  will  be  getting  some  funds  from  the 

Department  of  Interior.  There  will  be  a  local  match   I 

i 
to  these  funds  from  the  City  bond  issues.   But  we      j 

j 

smticipate  we  will  be  able  to  get  a  substantial  amount    '■■ 

\ 
1 

of  federal  funds.   Of  course,  if  the  Public  Works      j 
bill  is  passed,  most  of  this  would  be  able  to  be  done 


1 

2 


3 


I 


with  those  funds  with  no  local  —  ' 

i 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   Ok.   Based  on  that  answer,  which 
is  a  good  one  J  I  thank  you.   I  think  that  in  approving 
this,  if  we  approve  it  as  a  community  here,  most  people' 

have  come  out  in  favor  of  it,  we  should  approve  it     j 

i 

only  on  the  contingency  that  you  begin  immediate  develop- 
ment of  our  Main  Street.   I  understand  there  is  no     i 

i 
I 

development  money  right  now.   Mr.  Pomeroy  has  made     ■ 

i 

that  clear  to  us.  i 

i 
THE  CHAIRI4AN:   Sir,  Mr.  Kenney  has  already      I 

mentioned  the  Authority  is  planning  to  do  Main  Street 

over.  i 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   I  want  to  make  it  clear.   We  •  ; 

i 
have  understood  in  bits  and  pieces  there  is  no         \ 

I 
money  actually  --  this  is  what  we  have  been  told  —  there 

is  no  money  to  actually  do  any  work  as  such  physically  : 

I 
! 

on  Main  Street,  but  there  is  money  to  begin  engineering 

I 
studies.  i 

] 

MR.  KEJINEY:  Which  we  have  begun.  j 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   Is  that  official?  | 

j  THE  CHA.IRMM:   Sir,  as  I  stated,  at  the  opening 

j 

j       it  was  referred  to.   This  hearing  is  to  consider  the   > 

i  I 

I       Navy  Yard  and  I  would  rather  not  talk  about  Main 

i  ■  i 

!       street  right  now. 
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FROM  THE  FLOOR:   Sir,  our  approval  is  in  part 
based  on  your  doing  something  about  Main  Street. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   The  answer  is  that  we  are 
negotiating  with  the  engineer.  Vie   will  authorize  the 
expenditure  of  engineering  funds  for  Main  Street.   We 
think  we  can  finance  Main  Street  either  out  of  urban 
systems J  Chapter  90,  Public  Works j  Roads,  or  the 
City  bond  issue.   We  do  feel  it  will  be  built. 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   I  feel  strongly  our  Main  Street 
should  be  improved  before  the  B.R.A,  gets  into  this 
choice  area.   You  have  done  a  tremendous  job  in 
Charlestown,  some  bad-,  some  good.   It  is  unfair  to 
skip  over  our  Main  Street.   It  looks  like  it  has  been 
raped.   You  say  we  will  do  that  someday  and  get  into 
this  choice  piece  of  land. 

MR,  KENIIEY:   We  are  not  turning  our  back  on 
Main  Street  at  all. 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   Has  that  firm  been  officially 
hired? 

MR.  KETWEY:   Edwards  and  Kelsey  is  in  the 

employ  of  the  B.R.A.  Authority.  We  are  just  negotiating 

j 
a  fee.  ! 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   I  just  wanted  to  comment  about 

this  Main  Street  situation.   I  know  it  should  be  a     ; 


:$5 

beautiful  Main  Street,  etcetera.   I  am  sure  it  will 

be  well  lighted.  We  would  not  have  the  most  recent 

crimes  that  we  have  had  just  recently  if  it  was.  There 

i 
was  a  fellow  stabbed  not  too  far  from  Svmnyhurst  which  ! 

is  the  only  neon- lighted  area  on  Main  Street.   Not  too  ; 

i 
long  ago  a  young  girl  was  stabbed  to  death  not  too     ; 

! 
I 

far  from  that  area.   It  just  seems  to  me  unless  somethin 

i 
is  done  to  this,  this  will  continue  to  go  on  and  on.    ' 

j 

I  see  it  from  that  perspective.   It  is  a  very,  very    i 

i 
! 

dark  street.  Perhaps  if  it  had  not  been  so  badly  raped; 
from  the  beginning,  maybe  some  of  this  wouldn't  have  i 
happened. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   Let's  also  recognize  the  fact 

the  elevated  has  only  been  down  for  six  months.   We 

I 

are  planning  to  do  Main  Street  over  and  it  will  be  done. 

J 
Mr.  Callahan.  | 

MR.  CALLAHAN:   Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  are  no    ■ 

other  arguments,  I  would  like  to  make  a  motion  at      j 

I 

this  time  for  the  simple  reason,  I  am  making  this      ; 

j 
motion,  I  am  concerned  about  the  people  in  the  other 

areas  that  are  still  undeveloped  as  far  as  their  streets 

1 
I 

go.  I  also  recognize  the  fact  that  if  a  motion  is  not 
made,  if  we  don't  take  over  the  Navy  Yard  —  I  am      j 
talking  about  Charlestown  working  with  the  B.R.A, —  the 
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possibility  of  either  some  other  agency,  federal 
agency,  state  agency,  or  even  private  developer  coming 

in  here  would  have  it.  '• 

! 

Mr.   Chairmaji,    in  viev/  of  that  fact,   not  losing  : 

i 

sight  of  the  fact  that  there  is  unfinished  business 

I 

in  Charlestown  as  far  as  the  streets.  Main  Street  and 

i 

other  streets,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  honestly  feel  that  at 

i 
this  time  it  is  only  fair  to  the  rest  of  the  town  so   | 

i 

we  can  keep  this  Navy  Yard  for  ourselves  so  that  we    ; 

i 
can  develop  it  for  ourselves,  so  we  csun  have  our  say,   | 

I 

1 

I  make  a  motion  that  we  amend  the  urban  renev/al  area   i 

and  extend  it  into  the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard.  I 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   I  will  second  that  motion.     '; 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   Point  of  order.   Any  motion  to 

i 

be  made  will  have  to  come  from  a  member  of  the         : 

I 

Authority .  1 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   Mr.  Chairman,  if  you  are  going 

to  hold  the  community  meeting  —  you  can  have  your     ; 

meeting  of  the  Board  to  vote  what  you  want  —  but  I 

I 

think  if  you  want  a  consensus  of  the  people  of  Charles- 
town, it  would  be  in  order  there  be  a  motion  from  the 
floor  here.   Everybody  might  not  agree  with  it.   I  think 
it  should  be  from  us,  not  from  the  Board.  You  can  sit 
in  executive  session  and  agree  or  disagree.   If  this 
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37 
is  a  commiinity  meetings  we  are  going  to  make  a  motion,  j 

i 
I 

I  second  that  motion.  | 

THE  CHAIRI-IAN:   Mr.  Flaherty.  ; 

I 

MR.  FLAHERTY:   Mr.  Callahan^  just  for  clari-    i 

j 

fication,  under  the  new  law  passed  Januai^  1  of  this   I 

i 
year  the  Authority  cannot  sit  in  executive  session     ; 

i 
I 

other  than  to  discuss  personnel  problems.  Any  decisions 
we  make  now  are  in  open  and  public  meetings . 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   The  reason  we  are  here  is  to  hear 
from  the  people  of  Charlestown.  Mr.  Conway,  believe  me, 
we  can  go  through  it  if  you  like,  we  can  fake  a  vote, 
but  —  i 

! 

MR,   CONIiAY:      Mr.   Chairman,   there   is  no   sense 

i 

in  your  coming  to  the  community.   I  mean  hov/  can  you   j 

i 
get  a  vote  if  we  don't  make  a  motion  here  stnd  second    | 

it  and  we  vote?  What  you  do  on  it  afterwards,  whether  i 

i 
it  is  done  here  in  public  or  executive  session,  if  you  \ 

i 
want  our  voice,  then  we  have  to  speak.  i 

i 

i 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  Mr.  Conway,  I  will  take  your     | 

I 

vote.   You  have  moved  it  and  you  have  seconded  it. 

All  in  favor?  i 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  question. 

I  would  just  like  to  make  it  quite  clear  there  has 

been  some  discussion  here  back  and  forth  as  to  other 


30 


things  in  Charlestown  that  I  think  should  be  done.   It  : 

is  not  the  question  before  the  Board.   I  think  everyone' 

i 
should  be  aware  of  the  fact  all  we  are  voting  on  is  to  ' 

4  ! 

extend  the  boundaries  of  the  urban  renewal  plan  to     i 
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o 

7 

8 
9 

10 


encompass  the  Navy  Yard.   This  does  not  necessarily    ! 

I 

mean  the  B.R.A.  will  ever  take  over  the  land.   It  doesn't 

1 
1 

mean  anything  will  happen.   That  will  be  the  first  stepl 

I  suppose  progressive  steos  will  give  the  B.R.A.  a 

i 
I 
chance  to  take  it  over.   I,  for  one,  am  in  favor  of 

that. 

I-IR.  FLAHERTY:   Before  we  make  the  motion,  I  am 

a  little  bit  concerned  with  the  short  discussion  we 

had  on  the  height  restriction.   I  would  like  to  make 

a  motion.   It  is  my  understanding  Charlestown  now 

has  a  current  60  foot  height  restriction.   If  and  when  i 

i 

we  take  over  the  Charlestovm  Navy  Yard,  that  restriction 
in  the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard  shall  not  exceed  60  feet. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  Mr.  Flaherty,  I  am  not  certain 
it  is  60.   Can  I  suggest  you  amend  the  motion  so  that 
it  will  read  the  restriction  be  limited  to  the  present 
height  restriction? 

MR.  FLAHERTY:   The  height  restriction  of  the 
new  construction  shall  not  exceed  the  current  height 
restriction  of  the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard. 
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FROM  THE  FLOOR:  Mr.  Chairman,  if  you  will 
take  a  straw  vote  of  40  residents  here,  let  it  be 
considered  as  a  staw  vote. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   That  is  exactly  what  I  am  doing. 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   If  you  are  going  to  do  that, 

j 

someone  is  going  to  throw  a  lot  of  monkey  wrenches 
into  it.  i 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   If  that  amendment  is  going  to 
pass,  I  would  be  opposed  to  it.  Mr.  Flaherty  has  said 
the  restriction  should  be  no  higher  than  the  existing 
buildings  as  --  : 

THE  CHAIRI4AN:   Mr.  Conway,  what  he  said  was     \ 

\ 
he   moved  that  the  height  of  any  new  construction  be 

limited  within  the  limits  of  present  height  restrictions 

MR.  KENNEY:   In  the  urban  renewal  plan.         ! 

MR.  CONI'^AY:   He  said  within  the  Navy  Yard. 
. —     MR.  FLAHERTY:   I  am  just  concerned  —  [ 

MR.  CONWAY:  If  you  can  clarify  they  be  no 
higher  than  the  60  feet  --  ! 

(Discussion  off  the  record.) 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   I  v;ould  like  to  have  a  vote 
be  moved  and  seconded  by  the  community  the  Boston 
Redevlopment  Authority  extend  the  limits  of  the  urban 
redevelopment  plan  so  as  to  include  the  area  known  as 


23 


the  Charlestown  Naval  Shipyard.  All  in  favor? 

(Aye.) 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   There  are  more  people  in 
Charlestown  thaLn  just  this  50  here. 

! 

FROM  THE  FLOOR;   I  request  a  count  of  the  vote  ! 

j 
so  it  will  be  on  the  record  how  many  people  are  here,   i 

THE  CHAIRJ^IAN:   Could  we  have  first  of  all,  then,i 

I 
all  those  opposed?  You  are  opposed,  sir?  We  have  one  j 

i 
opposed.  i 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   We  won't  vote  until  it  is      j 

i 
I 

clarified  —  | 

i 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  Until  what  is  clarified?  There  < 

I 
! 

is  a  motion  made  and  a  motion  seconded.  You  wanted    ; 

to  vote.   I  am  asking  all  those,  first  of  all,  opposed  : 

i 
to  it  please  rise,  opposed  to  the  motion  that  has  been  i 

i 

duly  made  and  seconded.   Let  the  record  show  there  were 

none  opposed.  ! 

i 

All  those  in  favor  of  the  motion  please  rise.      \ 
Will  the  record  show  there  are  32  people. 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   Add  one.   My  wife  was  taking 
my  son  to  the  John. 

THE  CHAIRIvIAN:   There  are  33  people  who  voted 
in  favor  of  the  vote,  34.   That  is  the  motion  and  it 
is  so  ordered. 


--  I 
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FROM  THE  FLOOR:  Mr.  Chairman^  it  is  my  under- 
standing from  this  point  forward  you  gentlemen  are 
in  fact  having  a  meeting  of  your  own.  We  are  only 
an  audience  of  that  meeting,  is  that  correct? 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   That  is  not  correct.   This  is 
a  duly  advertised  meeting  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority.   It  is  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Authority 
that  was  voted  at  our  last  meeting  which  was  Thursday. 
We  voted  to  hold  our  next  regular  meeting  here  in 
Charlestown.   This  is  a  public  hearing  advertised  and 
so  recorded  in  the  City  Clerk's  office. 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:  But  the  only  votes  here  that 
carried  any  weight,  in  fact,  are  the  votes  among  you 
gentlemen  up  there,  is  that  right? 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   You  are  right.   I  was  asked  to 
have  a  community  vote.  We  did  it.   But  just  so  you 
will  know,  the  only  legal  vote  is  the  vote  of  the 
four  members  present  of  this  Authority. 
Mr.  Callahan. 

MR.  CALLAPIAN:   Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Simonian,  the  next  time  he 
sends  out  notices,  there  are  an  awful  lot  of  projects 
going  on  in  Charlestown  at  the  present  time.  V/hen  he 
sends  out  his  next  legal  notice  to  the  community  it 
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Should  spell  out  the  Charlestown  urban  renewal  plan. 

We  just  don't 'want  "Charlestown  project."  Mr. 

Secretary,  you  sent  out  the  notice  and  it  said, 

"Charlestown  project." 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   I  will  see  Mr.  Simonian  does  it 

more  properly  next  time. 

Is  there  any  further  discussion?  Yes,  sir. 

FROM  THE  FLOOR:   I  have  a  question  not  related 

i 
to  this  development,  but  related  to  the  B.R.A.         i 

I 
THE  CHAIRMAN:   Well,  I  don't  want  to  cut  off    i 

1 
I 

any  discussion.   I  would  be  glad  to  talk  to  you  after  \ 
the  hearing  or  have  Mr.  Kenney  talk  about  it.  Again,   i 
this  is  restricted  to  the  Boston  Navy  Yard  and  extending 
the  urban  renewal  plan  into  the  Navy  Yard. 
Do  I  have  a  motion  from  the  Authority? 

MR.  FLAHERTY:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  make  a  motion 
that  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  go  on  the 
record  as  supporting  the  extension  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  Charlestown  urban  renewal  plan. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  Mr.  Flaherty,  you  have  before 
you  a  proposed  vote.   If  I  understand,  in  substance, 
under  the  vote  we  would  find  that  the  Boston  Naval 
Shipyard  is  an  open  amd  blighted  area,  that  it  qualifies 
vmder  the  provisions  of  Chapter  121B  as  an  urban 
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i 
renewal  area.  You  are  being  asked  now  to  extend  the 

! 

existing  lines  of  the  Charlestown  urban  renewal  plain    i 

i 

to  the  Boston  Naval  Shipyard  and  then  refer  the  matter  ! 

i 
I 

to  the  City  Council  and  to  the  Mayor  for  their  approval  J 

Do  I  have  such  a  motion?  j 

1 
MR.  FIAHERTY;   So  moved,  Mr.  Chairman.  j 

I 

THE  CHAIRI^IAN:   Do  I  have  a  second?  All  in  favor, 

i 
please  say  aye.  j 

j 

(Aye.)  I 

THE  CHAIRMAN:  Any  opposed?  There  are  none     I 
opposed.   That  is  a  motion.   So  ordered. 
Do  I  have  a  motion  for  adjournment? 

MR.  COFIELD:   So  moved,  Mr.  Chairman. 

THE  CHAIRMAN:   Moved  and  seconded.   The  meeting 
is  adjourned. 
(Whereupon,  at  9^00  P.M.,  the  Hearing  adjourned.) 
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